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Optical Illusions

'<> An illusion is a false or distorted perception. Psychologists of
the late nineteenth century noted and Tried' to explain several
common illusions.

Wilhelm Wundt observed that we tend to overestimate vertical
compared with horizontal distances. In the following figure the
vertical line seems longer than the baseline :

Actually they have the same length. Wundt explained this illu-
sion by eye movements; eyes move vertically less often and with
less ease than horizontally. Hence a one-inch vertical span seems
longer than the same span horizontally.

J. C. Poggendorff and F, Zollner designed figures to illustrate
illusions of direction.
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In Poggendorff s figure the lower part of the diagonal line
seems not to be a continuation of the upper part. Actually it is.